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Success!  As a program through the Association for Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 

Education (aashe), “The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System™ 

(STARS) is a transparent, self-reporting framework for colleges and universities to 

measure their sustainability performance.”-aashe 

Over the past few years, the Institute for Sustainable Development has been working to 

coordinate and enhance sustainability efforts at Chico State. After compiling data and 

descriptions to fulfill the rigorous list of categories which STARS uses to rate a univer-

sity’s sustainability effort as a whole, it was finally time to stand and be judged. Upon 

the long anticipated completion of the report, Chico State now boasts a Gold Star in 

Sustainability!  

The rating is earned through credit points that are awarded for the efforts of the campus 

community in specific areas of sustainability. The STARS program also shows areas 

where efforts can improve, and offers the ability to compare to universities around the 

country. There are three core areas the system considers, including Education & Re-

search, Operations, and Planning & Administration. With over 60 sub-categories 

within Operations alone, you can be sure this rating system is a comprehensive repre-

sentation of a university’s sustainability. Just a few of the categories Chico got credit 

for include Sustainability in curriculum, Building design, Emissions reductions, Food 

waste composting, Energy metering, Waste diversion, and Weather-informed irriga-

tion. Although there are always areas to improve, it is a great achievement, and recog-

nition of such leadership makes organizations like ours proud to be contributing to the 

Chico community! 

 

To see the details of the report for yourself, visit 

https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/california-state-university-chico-ca/report/2013-11-

19/ 

https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/california-state-university-chico-ca/report/2013-11-19/
https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/california-state-university-chico-ca/report/2013-11-19/


Green “Speed Dating” 
Next semester our campus is fortunate to be putting on the IX annual This 

Way to Sustainability Conference on March 6-8, 2014.  The This Way to 

Sustainability Conference is a student-run conference that hosts over 100 

speakers on the Chico State campus.  The purpose of the conference is to 

explore approaches that will make a difference for a sustainable future.  It 

provides a forum to discuss current issues and seeks to develop a common 

ground that can help build a sustainable future.  People within the college 

and community, including faculty, staff, students, administrators, public offi-

cials and citizens will have the opportunity to work together and learn from 

one another. 

 

Chico PowerSave Campus has decided to participate in a session that in-

volves networking with community professionals who embrace the concept 

of sustainable development.  Our goal is to provide attendees with the opportunity to sit down with professionals within sustain-

able fields to find out what their job is like.  Having an opportunity to engage in workforce development allows everyone to net-

work, creating a community empowered for positive environmental change.  Organized as a “speed-dating-like” event, profession-

als will be paired up with students and interested individuals for a short period of time where they are able to converse and learn 

from one another. 

PowerSave Campus has invited numerous professionals from around the Butte County area, and we all look forward to seeing the 

final list of RSVPs that will help make this event a green networking success.  Watch for updates in the newsletters to follow! 

 

Light emitting diodes are the new standard for lighting. We see their increasing popularity in the use of 

modern and luxurious cars, in today’s energy efficient households, and in all kinds of appliances. 

 

LEDs, or light-emitting diodes, are a form of solid-state lighting that is extremely efficient and long 

lasting. As mentioned in an article regarding LEDs by the San Francisco Chronicle, while incandes-

cent and fluorescent lights consist of filaments in glass bulbs or bulbs that contain gases, LEDs consist 

of small capsules or lenses in which tiny chips are placed on heat-conducting material.  

 

Today, LEDs are becoming very common as the standard for lighting in residential areas. They are 

very advantageous and cost effective, and are generally far more efficient than conventional lights. 

Their small size allows them to be very efficient in spaces that are too small for other light bulbs, and 

because LEDs give off light in a specific direction, they are more efficient in application than incan-

descent and fluorescent bulbs, which waste energy by emitting light in all directions. 

 

The life of a high-power white LED is projected to be from 35,000 to 50,000 hours, compared to 750 

to 2,000 hours for an incandescent bulb, 8,000 to 10,000 hours for a compact florescent and 20,000 to 

30,000 hours for a linear fluorescent bulb. Additionally, conventional light bulbs waste most of their 

energy as heat- for example, an incandescent bulb gives off 90 percent of its energy as heat, while a 

compact fluorescent bulb wastes 80 percent as heat. LEDs remain cool, and since they contain no glass 

components, they are not vulnerable to vibration or breakage like conventional bulbs. 

LEDs growing prominence in households bring many benefits. Although the initial cost for LED bulbs 

may be high compared to incandescent and fluorescent lights, they are far more effective, provide a 

much finer color of light, and will save you money in the long run. You can likely find rebates for up-

grading to LEDs for your business, and with the declining price of LEDs, they make a great addition to 

any household. 

LED Lighting 



Global Excellence Project of the Year Award Winners 
From electrifying remote villages in India to tackling landfill waste in California, this year’s Project of the Year Award win-

ners represent the ever-shifting global renewable energy landscape. Renewable Energy World along with Power Engineering are 
both energy research networks which provide information and news on contemporary renewable energy and engineering topics. 
These two networks hold an annual, worldwide competition for renewable energy technology. The award winners for the 2013 
Global Excellence Project of the Year gained the highest distinction in one of five renewable energy technologies including: Bio-
mass, Wind, Solar, Geothermal and Hydro. The award winners were announced and recognized at the co-located Renewable En-
ergy World North America Conference and Expo and Power-Gen International in Orlando, Florida. 

The University of California, Davis was announced as the award winner for the bioenergy category by developing a BioDi-
gester which is housed in Sacramento California, not far from Chico. The BioDigester is the largest in the United States and gener-
ates energy in the forms of electricity, gas and heat equivalent to 2 Mega Watts. The digester is also a zero-waste facility meaning it 
is able to generate enough electricity 
to run the whole operation.  The suc-
cess of this BioDigester project is a 
huge step in the direction of combat-
ing the worlds landfill problem.   

Global Excellence Project of the Year Award Winners 
   

Therms are a unit of measure for natural gas usage, and this is the area I have chosen to focus on this semester.  My project is designed 

as an educational and informative behavioral change in the residence halls on our campus.  I have identified that students who live in 

the residence halls are either uninformed about how much energy they are consuming or how it is that conservation can affect their 

environment.  Thus, I have decided to use a poster campaign to educate freshman students about how important saving therms can 

be.  I have sectioned off three main areas where residents can save therms, those being the HVAC unit in their individual rooms, the 

bathrooms, and laundry.  I have created a corresponding poster for each of these areas that details tips and trick to helping students 

learn how to save therms.  I have included in these posters figures of how much energy can be saved if simple behavioral changes are 

made.  For example, we are suggesting that students use a cold water wash cycle instead of warm or hot because it has the ability to 

save over a hundred of pounds of CO2 annually.  Taking shorter showers or even turning off the water while washing up can save a 

very significant amount of energy as well.  We aim to help students learn just how important conservation is and to help them learn 

different strategies in order to save the most energy possible.  We’ve instructed students in many areas of savings from thermostat 

settings to hot water usage and we hope to measure a change over a set period of time.   We will then take the data and compare it to 

base line data received from past years in order to determine change.  We expect data figures to drop after running our test and hope-

fully these figures will stay lower for the remainder of the year.  We aim to change the behavior over a period of time, and hopefully 

this translates to significant savings in the long run. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The CSU, Chico PowerSave Campus team from left to right: Max Bowan, 
Stephanie Lawson, Chris Kaiakapu, Samantha Duncan and Micah Yaldezian 

Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2013 
For the United States to reduce energy waste on a large scale, it is beneficial if there are rules, or regulations 

that require it.  That is why the United States government worked to create a bill that would do so.  It is called 

the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2013, and it was introduced as a bill into the senate 

this year. The main goal is to reduce energy waste by increasing energy efficiency.  It is aimed to assist both 

the private, and public sector which will be important in creating the highest amount of savings. 

 

The bill would encourage energy efficient retrofits by providing incentives, which is a great opportunity for 

smaller to mid-size businesses.  These efforts will also create an updated building code. Innovative programs 

that promote an educated, and healthy work environment is also promoted through the act.  It was supported 

by the senate with a unanimous vote, and was strongly supported by the President.  The bill is on its way to 

becoming a law, and one step towards a more energy efficient America.   

 

To contact CSU, Chico PowerSave Campus 

 

Powersavegreencampus@csuchico.edu 
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